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Nominees for the Vestry Class of 2020 

 

The following seven parishioners are being nominated by the retiring Vestry Class of 2017 to be elected 

to the four positions in the Vestry Class of 2020. 

 

The election will take place as part of the Parish Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 21, 2018, after a 

break following the 9:00am service. 

 

 

Carol Barry came to her first service at Christ Episcopal Church on 

December 24, 1974, and never left.  She found the church home she 

had been searching for and was confirmed here in 1975.  Carol 

began singing in the choir and joined the Altar Guild that same year.  

She and her husband, Richard, were married by the Reverend 

Howard Surface in 1979.  Their daughter, Annie, was baptized by 

the Reverend Surface in 1981 and confirmed here in 1993.  Carol 

taught English and Spanish at Warren East High School for 27 years.  

Upon early retirement, she taught at a career college for the next 15 

years.  During the 1980’s, Carol taught Sunday School at CEC for 

several years.  She also went through Cursillo and continued to take 

part in its activities.  Retired for the last five years, Carol currently 

plays in the Hand Bell Choir, serves with the Altar Guild, is a 

member of the Daughters of the King, serves as a Eucharistic 

Minister and Intercessor, and volunteers with the Wednesday Community Lunch Ministry, which she 

states, “is one of the most rewarding ministries of which I’ve been a part.”  Carol adds, “Never having 

served on the Vestry, I would consider it an honor and privilege to be elected.” 

 

 

Gail Brooks is a cradle Episcopalian and a 45 year member of Christ 

Church.  She has previously served on the Vestry, serving as Junior 

and Senior Warden.  She has also served in a variety of other 

volunteer positions including Sunday School teacher, Altar Guild 

chair, Parish Life chair, Diocesan Ecclesiastical Committee, and 

Eucharistic Minister.  Gail works as an interior designer.  She and her 

husband, Kevin, raised their children, Christopher and Emily, in the 

parish.  They have four grandchildren. 
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Justin Chaffin and his wife, Jamie, spent the better part of a decade 

searching for a church home.  Three years ago they found it at Christ 

Church.  The diverse and welcoming community of believers in the parish 

inspired them and their children, Meredith (18), Benjamin (7), and 

Christopher (10 months), to continue to grow and serve Christ’s mission in 

all areas of their life.  As a lifelong resident of Bowling Green, Justin is 

excited to offer his 20 years of experience in education, community 

building, and business ownership to provide a unique perspective on the 

ever changing and complex needs of Christ Church.  Justin has previously 

served on the Adult Education and Curriculum Committee and has recently 

led a lesson during The Saints of Advent series.  Justin states, “This 

experience has reaffirmed to me the importance of our Church’s mission.  If 

chosen, I would graciously and humbly serve on the Vestry to continue this 

most important work.” 

 

 

 

Kathy Leonard has been a member of Christ Church and married to Bill for 

35 years.  They have 4 grandchildren – Molly, Nicole, Gregory, and Dillon.  

Kathy has newly retired from 30 years of running her own business, Dance 

Images.  She has been involved in Christ Church as Sunday School teacher, 

Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, MEALS Coordinator, Breakfast 

ministry, Education for Ministry (EfM), and served on the last Rector Search 

Committee.  Kathy has found Christ Church to be a wonderful place to 

discern her faith and say her prayers.  She states, “It would be my privilege 

to work with our clergy and the Vestry toward new possibilities for Christ 

Church.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gretchen Niva is a long time attendee of the 8 o’clock service and has been 

a member of Christ Church since 1967 when she joined the faculty at WKU.  

Gretchen was confirmed by Bishop Marmion, a legendary Bishop of our 

diocese, and was married in Christ Church in 1970.  Gretchen’s husband and 

children were all confirmed at Christ Church as well.  Gretchen’s major 

service to the church was as a member of the choir for many years and has 

also served as co-chair of the Christ Church Guild.  She has worked with the 

college students in what was then called Canterbury Club.  She currently 

volunteers with the Wednesday Community Lunch program and, with her 

husband, George, works with the Room in the Inn ministry.  She states, “I 

am very pleased with the direction that the church has taken in the past year.  

I would like to focus on programs and activities for our “over 70” members.  

I would be delighted to serve on the Vestry of Christ Church with our 

exceptional clergy, church staff, and fellow parishioners.” 

 



Gary Reimer has been a member of Christ Episcopal Church since 1981, 

when he and his family, Judy, Scott, Matthew and Beth, were transferred from 

the Detroit area to Bowling Green.  At that time, he continued his career with 

the Material Scheduling Team to initiate production in the new GM Corvette 

facility.  He has enjoyed retirement since June, 2004.  Since joining Christ 

Episcopal Church, Gary has served in several levels and capacities, which 

include the following:  Vestry member, Junior Warden, Usher, Oblationer, 

Foyer group organizer and participant, Loft, Living Waters Committee, 

Wednesday Lunch Ministry, continuing as Church Facilities Manager for the 

past 10 years, Office Volunteer, and Meals on Wheels.  While a member of the 

church, all of his children have been confirmed at CEC and 4 of Gary’s 5 

grandchildren have been baptized at CEC.  Gary has been active in the 

community at the highest levels in such organizations as Neighborhood 

Associations, Friends of Barren River Lake, and the Port Oliver Yacht Club.  

He states, “As we embark on the next chapter of our church life, I would like to continue to be involved in 

the church serving again as a member of the Vestry.” 

 

 

Helen Siewers directs two non-profit groups:  Friends of Mammoth Cave 

National Park and Cave Country Trails.  She has worked previously as a 

registered landscape architect at WKU and the City-County Planning 

Commission.  She and her husband, Fred, have been members of Christ 

Church since 1999.  They have raised their daughters, Anna and Maria, here.  

Their girls have attended All Saints as campers and counselors since 2008.  

Helen has served on the Garden Committee, the Building Committee, as PreK 

Sunday School teacher, Eucharistic Minister, and Eucharistic Visitor.  She 

states, “I am enthusiastic about our leadership and hopeful about the future of 

CEC.” 

 

 

Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to – 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 


